Continuous arteriovenous haemodialysis in critically ill patients.
Continuous arteriovenous haemodialysis (CAVHD) is a new treatment for critically ill patients with renal failure that combines convective and diffusive solute removal. The clearance of urea (14.8-22.1 ml/min) is sufficient to achieve a steady-state urea concentration of 22 mmol/l, even in patients with a high catabolic rate and cardiovascular instability. The technique is simple and does not involve the use of blood pumps or specialised staff. Initial experience in 36 critically ill patients with renal failure indicates that it is safe and reliable, with less associated morbidity than other techniques.